
 

Installation Instructions 
 



Tools Needed 
• Power Drill 
• Silicone Glue 
• Utility Knife 
• 2” Hole Saw (Fill Cap) 
• Philips Screwdriver 
• Ratchet Wrench 
• 3/8 Socket 
• 5/8 Socket 
• 1/8 Drill Bit (Fill Cap) 
• 3/16 Drill Bit (Pump Holes) 
• 3/8 Drill Bit (Vent Hose) 
• 1/2 Drill Bit (Pump Pickup) 
• Good Music 
• Favorite Drink  

Important Notes: 
• Hydro-Tank,LLC assumes NO responsibility for personal injury or damage to personal 

property due to miss-use of this system and or failure to follow these instructions. Use 
protective equipment and take your time. 

• The Hydro-Tank System is NOT designed for drinking. The materials are not food 
grade. Washing clothes, dishes, utensils, vehicles, yourself, etc is perfectly safe. 

• The Hydro-Tank system is NOT designed to operate in below freezing temperature. 
Please drain the tank if you expect to enter freezing Temperatures.  

• The Hydro-Tank system is NOT designed for storing gasoline or fuels of any kind.  
• The Hydro-Tank system should NOT be kept full for a period longer than 1month. 

This may cause unwanted mold and cause the water to become contaminated. 
Simply drain the tank and refill every month or store it empty. 

• The Hydro-Tank system is designed for off-road use ONLY  
• Hydro-Tank,LLC assumes no responsibility if this kit is used elsewhere. 
• The quick connect fittings, valve and fill cap will need to be cleaned and lubricated 

every other month. Simply spray some WD-40 or similar oil and let it soak. If the fill 
cap becomes covered in mud spray it off using Hydro-Tank, remove the cap, wash it 
with warm soapy water and apply some WD-40 to the hinge. 

• After using Hydro-Tank it is important to release the pressure from the system and 
drain the water from the hose. To release the pressure simply turn off the switch and 
squeeze the nozzle on the sprayer. To drain water from the hose, disconnect the hose 
and raise the sprayer above your head. Squeeze the nozzle to allow the water to 
drain out the bottom of the hose using gravity. 



Step 1: Fill hole placement and bumper removal 

Use the supplied cork gasket as a template to mark the location for the fill cap. We 
recommend the space directly below the gas cap. The opposite side can also be used. 
Using a pencil or marker, mark the middle of the gasket. 

Remove the rear bumper by removing eight 5/8 bolts behind the bumper. There are 
two on either side of the bumper and 4 towards the middle. Remove the bracket on 

the middle bolts as well.  



Step 2: Installing the fill cap and plugging the drain holes. 

With the bumper removed use a 2” hole saw to cut a hole in the bumper where you 
marked it in step 1. 
Press in the fill cap but DO NOT PRESS IN ALL THE WAY.  
Twist the fill cap so that it faces the front of the vehicle. 
Using a 1/8 drill bit, drill 6 pilot holes for the fill cap. Remove the fill cap and set is 
aside. Some force may be required. Do not use sharp objects to pry the cap out as it 
may damage the surface.  



Step 3: Plug drain, vent hose and pick up hose  

The underside of your bumper has 4 drain holes. 2 of these will need to be plugged 
using the provided 2 nylon plugs and silicon glue. 
The drain hole on the drivers and passengers side of the bumper needs to be drilled 
out using a 1/2 drill bit. Apply some silicone glue to the 90º barb fitting and screw it 
into the 1/2 hole on the PASSENGER side. Aim the barb towards the inside of the 
vehicle. Insert the black rubber plug into the drivers side hole. Drill a 3/8 hole on the 
top passenger side of the bumper. The hole needs to be on the section of bumper that 
gets covered by the right rear fender. Apply some silicone to the straight barb fitting 
and thread it into the 3/8 hole. Allow the silicone to dry for at least 30 min. 



Step 4: Wash bumper, install fill cap, install bumper. 

Take your bumper to the garden hose and fill it up. Slosh the water from side to side to 
get all the plastic shavings an dirt out of it. Dump out the water from the 2” hole. 

Dry and clean the area around the 2” hole. Apply some silicone glue to the underside 
of the fill cap. Slide the cork gasket onto the fill cap and apply a second layer of 
silicone glue to the cork. Press the fill cap firmly into the bumper making sure to align 
the 6 holes with the pre-drilled holes from step 2. Secure the fill cap using the 6 
stainless steel screws. Do not over tighten the screws or they can strip out the plastic. 
Clean off the excess silicone. 

Attach the vent tube to the straight barb and feed it up into the gap in rear passenger 
fender well when you install the bumper. Re-install the rear bumper. Make sure to lift 
the bumper up as much as possible when tighten the 8 bolts. This will prevent sagging 
when full. If you have aftermarket fenders use the supplied adhesive zip tie mounts to 
secure the vent hose.  



Step 5: Bracket installation  

The Hydro-Tank bracket mounts on the rear frame of your Jeep. 
Grab a pencil, lay on your back with the bracket in hand and center it between the tow 
hitch and tow anchor. Make sure the front facing part of the bracket is level and flush 
with the frame. Mark the 2 holes with the pencil. It helps to have a friend looking from 
up top to make sure you are centered. Drill out two 3/16 holes in the rear frame. Make 
sure to use protective eyewear. Drill slowly to avoid breaking the bit. Secure the 
bracket to the frame using the 2 supplied tapping screws and a 3/8 socket. Do not over 
tighten bolts or they may strip.  



Step 5: Take a break 

You are more than half way done. Time to crack an ice cold drink and take a few 
minutes to relax and enjoy some music. 

  



Step 6: Mounting the pump 

Remove the the rear cargo lid and cargo tray. Once they are removed the carpet can 
be lifted up and out of the way. Use a bungee cord or string  around the seat to hold it 
up.Grab the pump and crawl under the Jeep. The pump will be mounted directly 
above the rear differential. The suction side of the pump (with the black hose already 
attached) should face the passenger side of the Jeep. The pump will fit right behind 
the parking brake line bracket.Using the pump as a template. Hold it in place and use a 
3/16 drill bit to drill out the 4 mounting holes. This can be tricky so take your time and 
use a buddy if you need one. One trick is to only slightly drill each hole to mark them 
then you can move the pump and drill all the way through.  
Return topside and screw in the 4 stainless steel screws  with some silicone on the 
threads. Clean off the excess silicon 
Return under the Jeep with the pump and press the rubber mounting feet on the 
pump firmly onto the screws. The pump is now secure and will not fall off. Trust us, 
we’ve tried! 



Step 7: Pick-up line 

Route the black pick-up hose (Red in diagram) from the pump to the pick-up barb 
fitting on the passenger side of the bumper. The hose routes between the body and 
the frame, over top of the heat shield and muffler, towards the barb fitting. Make sure 
the hose is up and out of the way, clear from the exhaust. Use zip ties if needed. The 
hose should be routed through the small hole in the subframe and pulled down to the 
barb. Press the black hose onto the pick-up barb. No hose clamp is needed. You may 
need to heat up the hose end with a lighter to be able to press it on. See pictures 
below for routing.  



Step 8: Pressure hose 

The blue pressure hose connects to the pump with a quick connect style fitting. Simply 
press it on until you hear it click. Route the blue pressure hose similar to the black pick-
up hose. Go between the frame and body while keeping it up and to of the way. Use 
zip ties if needed. The pressure hose will also go through the small subframe hole and 
towards the Hydro-Tank bracket. Slide on the hose clamp and press the hose onto the 

barb fitting. Tighten the hose clamp but be carful not to over tighten. 



Step 9: Wire Harness 

The wire harness is made slightly longer than usually required. This is to accommodate 
different lift kits, aftermarket parts and different routing options. DO NOT SECURE THE 
HARNESS UNTIL IT IS COMPLETELY LAID OUT. Start by taking the terminal end of the 
wire harness and feed it up into the engine bay from under the front drivers fender. A 
piece of wire, coat hanger or a friend helps to feed it up. 

Pull the wire up and towards the battery. Remove one of the 10mm nuts on the + 
battery terminal, install the red fused line and tighten the nut. Using the supplied nut, 
secure the negative terminal to the battery. Route the harness along the main engine 
harness but do not zip tie yet. 



Climb under the Jeep and locate the heat shielded line on the drivers side that runs to 
the back of the jeep. Run the wire harness with this heat shielded line all the way back. 
Make sure to keep the harness towards the back side of the heat shielding to offer 
some heat protection. Go up and over the frame where needed but do not zip tie yet. 

When you get towards the rear axel 
the harness splits off and connects 
to the high pressure pump. You can 
now secure the harness with zip ties 
as needed. Continue running the 
main part of the harness along the 
brake lines and through the left rear 
wheel well and inwards toward the 
Hydro-Tank bracket.  

Plug in all the connectors. Flip the 
switch on the Hydro-Tank bracket 

to verify that the pump turns 
on. Do not run the pump for 
more than 30 seconds 
without water in the system. 
See the below diagram for 
how the harness is routed. If 
you have any excess wire 
harness you can pull it 
towards the front of the 
vehicle, bunch it up and 
secure with a zip tie in the 
engine bay. Don’t forget to 
go back and secure the rest 
of the harness to the heat 
shielded line under the 
Vehicle. 

NOTE: If you are installing this kit on a 2 door JK you will have excess wire harness. 
Follow the steps above to secure it. 



Step 10: Fill up and test 

Your Hydro-Tank system is now ready to 
use. Fill up your tank half way and inspect 
for leaks. Connect the coil hose to the 
Hydro-Tank bracket, flip the switch and let 
the pump prime itself to remove the air.  
Once water is flowing shut off the valve and 
let the system build up pressure. The pump 
will shut off automatically once 160 psi is 
reached. Inspect the system for any leaks. If 
there are no leaks, then you are all done. 

We at Hydro-Tank absolutely love seeing 
the incredible adventures our customers go 
on. Please keep us updated with photos of 
your journey. info@hydrotank.us
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